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What a fantastic year. The final event
for Medway Messenger Mini Youth
Games 2004-05 was held Wednesday, 6
July at Deangate Ridge Athletics Track.
It was an amazing end to what has
been an excellent year of sport. 

Despite one early rain shower, 240 children from 30
schools took part. Each school competed in 13 events
against other randomly selected schools. The winner
was Thamesview, with Fairview school a close second.
Third and fourth positions went to Hempstead and
Balfour schools respectively. 

The most prestigious award of all - the Fair Play
Award - went to Allhallows school for teamwork and
good sportsmanship. The school received some new
athletics equipment. The highlight of the day and one
that created rapturous cheers from everyone involved,
including pupils, parents, coaches, teachers and 
volunteers, was the announcement that London will be
hosting the Olympic Games in 2012.

The Sports Development Team is grateful to its
sponsors Medway Messenger, Lloyds TSB and Sportsmatch.
Their support has been key to keeping the programme’s
high profile and also helped to improve it in many ways.

Medway Messenger has been supportive in the
amount of media coverage it has given and hopefully
many of you have seen our photos in there. We are also
delighted to announce that Medway Messenger has
agreed to a further two-year sponsorship deal and
Susan Hilder, News Editor, Medway Messenger was
available on the day to hand out awards, prizes and
trophies.

Another big thank you goes to all of the voluntary
sports clubs, local leisure facilities and most importantly
to the volunteers who gave up their own time to come
and help.  

It’s been a fantastic year for all involved and some
marvellous achievements by so many Medway schools.
The games show sport in its highest qualities, including

fun, participation, competition and promoting active
lifelong involvement in sport and healthy lifestyles to
all participants.

Facts about the games
Last year, 45 schools took part, with 17 being involved
in five or more events and seven taking part in all nine
events.  So…. final results for this year.  

This year 51 schools took part, five competed in all
nine events. Eleven new schools entered one or more of
the games, receiving £250 for their school, thanks to
Lloyds TSB sponsorship. 

Both the league table and the fair play table 
were close at the top, with schools changing positions 
frequently after each event.  Schools in 5th-12th place
received £80 each for sports equipment and the top spots
received financial awards and shields for their school.

The Sports Development Team
contact details

Location
Sports Development Team 

1st Floor, Black Lion Leisure Centre, 
Mill Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 1HF

www.medway.gov.uk/sportsdevelopement
Fax: 01634 338768

Mini sport wins again
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Featherby school overall MYG winner

Continued over

Medway’s success in county sports
This summer Medway competed in all seven Kent
Youth Games events at various locations across the
county. The games got under way in Sevenoaks, with
basketball. The boys were represented by Greenacre
School and for the very first time Medway competed in
the girls tournament, thanks to support from Rainham
School for Girls.

Finishing a brilliant 3rd out of 11 in the next two
events, athletics and girls football, the highlight of the
games came in the hockey tournament. Battling away
in 30 degrees heat, Medway boys were unbeaten in
every game until they lost a hard fought game against
the Swale boys’ team in the final. 

In addition Medway girls stunned other districts 
by conquering Canterbury on penalties in the hockey
final. Medway’s team was made up from representatives
from Medway hockey clubs and schools. Team places
were selected through trials.

The final three events of the games saw Medway
finish as ‘runner up’ in the under 15s netball 
tournament and 3rd in all of the disability sports
events. Medway also won the Tag Rugby Fair Play Bowl
tournament, represented by St Margaret’s School
(Rainham) and finished in 6th in both the Winners Cup
and Fair Play Cup, represented by Balfour school and
Featherby School respectively.

A big thank you must go out to all schools, clubs,
coaches and the Medway Sports Development Team,
working together they made it possible for Medway 
to compete in every Kent Youth Games event.

Basketball Saturday, 7 May Sevenoaks School Boys – 6th place
Girls  - 5th place

Athletics Sunday, 12 June Ashford – Julie Rose Years 5,6 - 6th place

Netball Sunday, 19 June Rainham School for Girls Under 13 – 4th place
Under 15 – 2nd place

Hockey Monday, 18 June Holcombe Hockey Club Boys – Runners up
Girls  - Winners

Girls’ football Wednesday, 15 June Aylesford Rugby Club 3rd Place

Disability sports Thursday, 23 June Sevenoaks School Archery 2nd place
Boccia 3rd place
Cycling 2nd place
New Age Kurling 2nd place

Rugby Thursday, 30 June/ Aylesford RFC Fair Play Finals:
Friday, 1 July Cup - 6th place

Bowl – Winners
Winners final – 6th place

Event Date Venue Results-Medway Teams

Anyone for 
tennis?

Medway Sports Development Team continues to work
in partnership with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA)
and the Stirling City Tennis Centre in Medway to develop
a culture of tennis in Medway.

The aim is to increase awareness of tennis across
Medway, to assist and support local clubs and to improve
playing opportunities and facilities, all-year round.

The Stirling City Tennis Centre in Medway provides
opportunities for coach development, plus playing and
coaching opportunities for all ages and abilities. This
includes active mini tennis to 50+ leisure clubs. Contact
the Stirling Centre for further information on how you
can get involved 01634 818422.

The Howard School Table Tennis Centre opened 
to the public on 17 and 18 of September 2005. The 
grand opening weekend included exhibition matches
from international players. 
The centre is aimed at providing after school and
lunchtime clubs for children from all schools, as well as
being a place where adult players can go to play. It will
also be a host venue for a number of tournaments for
all ages and abilities.

For details on the centres’ programme and costings 
contact: Steve Waud Centre Manager 01634 361315

Game, set 
and match

Exciting news for the future of tennis in Medway has
seen the partnership secure three-year funding to
employ a community tennis coach (30hrs per week) and
a tennis development Officer (1 day per week). 

This fantastic opportunity is supported by the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport, Lawn Tennis
Association and Kent Lawn Tennis Association,
Greenacre Sports College, Medway Community College
and Medway Leisure. They all provide funding for the
community tennis coach.

For more information on the above posts and 
getting involved in tennis coaching as a qualified coach
or a volunteer please contact Jan Head at the Stirling
Centre 01634 818422 janet.head@medway.gov.uk 

The success of the UEFA women’s Euro 2005 tournament,
hosted by England, has seen a further boost in this 
popular sport and Medway can more than meet the
demands. 

Medway can boast to be the home of the highest
placed women’s team in Kent; Gillingham Ladies FC, the
Gillingham centre of excellence for girls football and
home of the Kent County women’s senior squad playing
their home games at Chatham Town FC.

The development of the sport is supported by a

network of local clubs, currently offering opportunities
for all female players to get involved in the game, any
age and any ability.

An army of volunteers in coaching and management
roles, administrative and volunteering roles also support
the game and all clubs continually seek further help.

If you would like to get involved please contact
Tina Martin 01634 338764 
tinasarah.martin@medway. gov.uk for details on
Medway clubs.

Girls kick off

From left to right: Rose Collinson, Cllr. Les Wicks, Cllr. Paul Clark,
Steve Waud, Table Tennis Centre Manager.

Fancy 
a game?
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After the fantastic success of our first
Medway Sports Award, we are
delighted to announce that the
prestigious ceremony returns on
Wednesday, 9 November 2005 at the
Corn Exchange, Rochester. 

Medway Council Sports
Development Team, the University of
Kent at Medway and the Kent
Messenger Group, joint sponsors of
the awards, will proudly honour the
sporting achievements of people in
Medway.

The awards’ team is on the look-
out for Medway’s top sporting
heroes, players, managers, coaches,
teams and those dedicated people
who work tirelessly behind the
scenes. 

This year the categories include:
1. Club of the Year
2. Junior club of the Year
3. Team of the Year
4. Coach of the Year
5. Volunteer of the Year (non-

coaching role)
6. Junior Volunteer of the Year
7. Sportsperson of the Year
8. Junior Sportsperson of the Year
9. Sports Teacher of the Year
10. Lifetime Contribution to Sport

All those who have been nominated
for awards have been invited to the
presentation evening. A host of
sporting celebrities have been invited
to the ceremony and to add a touch
of glamour to this important
occasion, in the sporting calendar,
special guests will present awards.

TTeeaamm uuppddaattee

From September 2005 the structure of
the Sports Development Team will
change.  Please find details of the team
members and their responsibilities. 

Claire Moore – Senior Sports
Development Officer

• Management of officers’ work 
programmes

• Devise annual service plan, improvement
plan (Best Value) and five year Medway
Sports Development Strategy

• Co-ordinate funding from external 
sources 

• Advise facility development projects 
• Support sports colleges and school 

sport co-partnerships
• Manage Sports Development Team 

budget
• Cross-cutting issues (e.g.) obesity 

strategy, health promotion projects
• Sports specific liaison for two sports – 

table tennis and tennis including 
Medway Mini Youth Games delivery

• Community capital grants scheme for
clubs

Tina Martin – Sports Development
Officer

• PE CPD incl. TOPs and CFT training 
programme other PESSCL national 
strategy

• Point of contact for schools re: 
Students voluntary placements for level
one in Community Sports Leadership 
(old CSLA course)

• Leads and oversees the delivery and 
evaluation of overall Mini Youth Games
(MYG) programme, plus delivery of 
swimming, gymnastics and hockey 
individual events 

• Sports specific liaison

• Girls football, hockey, swimming, 
gymnastics

• Awards for All advice and support for 
schools and clubs

• School sport festivals
• Liaise with Medway Youth Parliament 

and Healthy Schools programme
• Some aspects of club development: 

Medway Sports Awards and Sports 
Club Directory

Sarah Risby – Sports Development
Officer

• Annual coach development plan, 
which incorporates all of this:

• Sports coach and sports volunteers 
database update and full 
induction/training programme.  

• Raise profile of sports coaching 
through Medway Sports Awards and 
Kent Coach of Year Award  

• Coaching scholarships
• Occasional coach education 

programme of NGB courses and links 
to KSDU Coach Development Officer 
and Sports Coach UK Officer and 
training opportunities

• Work placements for students with 
coaching interest

• Promotion of coach resource centre 
and promotion

• Ensure coaches receive Medway 
Council fair pay 

• Benefit from new UK/National 
Coaching Certificate and Community 
Sports Coach schemes

• Club development: Lead for Sport 
Medway and Clubmark

• Sports specific liaison for: Netball, 
badminton and rugby including MYG 
delivery

Jon Rees – Active Communities
Youth Sports Development Officer

• Audit of young people’s sporting 
requirements in deprived areas of 
Medway and develop time-limited 
programmes 

• Deliver one volunteers’ programme in 
socially deprived area per year.

• Supporting school students as 
volunteers at the mini youth games 
events

• Recommended procedures or out of 
school hours sports provisions, 
particularly in socially deprived areas 

John Hatchett – Assistant Sports
Development Officer

• Sports Development Team marketing 
activities – newsletter (twice per year) 
and website updates

• Communication with primary, special 
and secondary schools through PE 
Association meetings and forums 
(secretary) - three per term

• Lead on disability sport (Disability 
Community Sports Coach)

• Lead on sports equipment loan and 
update inventory

• Occasional research projects (i.e. 
strategy) 

• Annual audit of sports facilities in 
Medway

• Sport specific liaison – cricket, 
basketball, athletics including Mini 
Youth Games delivery

• Lead on Kent Youth Games

Celebrating 
sporting champions

Final places in reverse order
12th St Thomas of Canterbury RCP £80
11th Thames View Junior £80
10th Walderslade Primary £80
9th Hilltop Primary £80
8th Twydall Junior £80
7th Allhallows Primary £80
6th Hempstead Junior £80
5th St Margaret’s Junior, Rainham £80
4th Spinnens Acre Junior £80
3rd Balfour Junior £100
2nd Fair View Community Junior £200
Champions Featherby Junior £300

Best placed 
small school Allhallows Primary School £150

Fair Play Winner St Margaret’s Junior, Rainham £300

For more information about Mini Youth Games please
contact Tina Martin 01634 338764 or email
tinasarah.martin@medway.gov.uk

Mini sport wins again cont.

Winners of Best Placed Small School category - Allhallows

Above: Thomas Kirton, Junior Sportsperson 2004.
Below: Olympic trampolinist, Gary Smith, Sports Person of the Year 2004

Coaching for 
teachers

Government interest in physical education has recognised the need to 
provide quality teaching at grass roots level, especially in schools.
Therefore, the Coaching for Teachers Programme gives teachers 

the opportunity to:

1. Refresh and update their sports information

2. Be introduced to different sports to broaden 
their expertise

3. Gain sporting qualifications

A joint initiative funded by the Department for Education and Skills,
Department for Culture Media and Sports and co-ordinated

by Sportscoach UK,  the programme aims to improve the quality of 
teaching, coaching and learning in PE and school sport. 

The National physical education (PE) continuous professional 
development (CPD) programme ensures teachers and others have the

tools and expertise to deliver high quality PE and school sport. 
It supports the implementation of the targets detailed in the PE, School

Sport and Club Links Strategy (PESSCL), including the joint objective from
DfES and DCMS, to “increase the percentage of school children in

England who spend a minimum of two hours each week on high quality
PE and school sport within and beyond the curriculum”.

The following courses are now available in Medway:

Gymnastics – Teachers Award Extra-Curricular 
KS 1 and 2
Ref: CFT – gym

Monday, 3 and Tuesday, 4 October 2005
Featherby Junior School

9.30am-3.30pm
Cost: FREE (£20 cancellation fee/non turn up)

Deadline: 16 September 2005

Hockey FUNdamentals 4 Primary
Ref: CFT – hock

Wednesday, 9 November 2005
Medway Community College

4-7pm
Cost: FREE (£20 cancellation fee/non turn up)

Deadline: 21 October 2005

Cricket – Primary Teachers Award
Ref: CFT – cri

Monday, 6 March 2006
High Halstow Primary School

9.30am-5.30pm
Cost: FREE (£20 cancellation fee/non turn up)

Deadline: 10 February 2006

To book or for more information please contact: Jon Rye on 
01634 861593 extension 253 or email ryej005@medway.org.uk  

Sport Medway is a grant scheme open to all schools and
voluntary sports clubs based in Medway. Run by
Medway Council’s Sports Development Team, schools
and sports clubs are invited to apply for grants of up to
£650 to run sporting projects that help Medway’s 
residents participate in sport and healthy living.

This year’s emphasis is on promoting school-club
links and encouraging young people’s continued 
participation in sport and healthy lifestyles. 

Round one took place in May 2005. Nine successful
applications were received from sports clubs and five
from schools. This fantastic response means Medway
Council‘s Sports Development Team gave projects nearly
£7,000. It also means Sport Medway May 2005 made a
positive contribution to the sustainable development of
quality sporting opportunities in local communities.

All funded projects showed partnership working
between, schools, and local clubs or sports coaches from
clubs. Sport Medway only funds clubs that have qualified
coaches, Criminal Records Bureau checked personnel,
insurance and a good set of club rules. All sessions are
free or reduced costs via grant support to promote 
participation.

Successful bids were received from:
• Avenue Tennis Club offered juniors a free opportunity

to receive coaching tips, improve skills, try the sport 
and play matches

• Chatham Table Tennis Club has a programme to set 
up new school table tennis clubs

• Holland and Blair Soccer School ran free introductory 
sessions to encourage further participation in its 
sport

• Jumpers Rebound Centre organised a certified Helpers
Award for performers

• Gillingham Gymnastics Club offered free taster 
sessions

• Medway District Cricket Development Group used the
funding to support the primary school cricket 
coaching programme.

• Lordswood and Hempstead Karate clubs supported 
programmes they run in schools

• Lordswood Ladies Football Club ran a free two-day 
coaching event in partnership with its local school

• Bradfield School took groups of students with 
disabilities horse riding to promote activities outside 
of curriculum hours

• Chatham South School ran a super stars event
• Greenacre School set up a cricket tournament in 

partnership with local club Sherwood Cricket Club
• Sherwin Knight Junior School linked up with 

Gillingham Gymnastics Club to offer gymnastics and 
sports aerobics to their pupils

• Warren Wood Community Primary School bought 
equipment for them to begin a schools table tennis 
club in partnership with Chatham Table Tennis Club.

The next Sport Medway is from 25 October to 6
November 2005. Although it is too late to apply for
funding there are a number of events taking place. For
more information on Sport Medway 01634 338764 or
email tinasarah.martin@medway.gov.uk or follow the
weblink www.medway.gov.uk/sportmedway 

Grant scheme helps promote 
sport and healthy lifestyles


